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Scarborough Fair
Name of Song or Rhyme

“Are you going to Scarborough Fair?” Ballad
First line of song or rhyme (text only)                                                                                                                                                              Song type

Use a checkmark (✓) or “X” in appropriate boxes

Melodic Melodic/Cultural Analysis Rhythmic/Uses Analysis Rhythmic
M1.  CSP D Source’s Starting Pitch: D4 6* R1.  Meter
M2.  Scale Dorian j = 72 R2.  Metronome
M3.  Toneset d (r) m f s l t d’ r’ E b r fse qe j/ / / / / R3.  Note values
M4.  Range VI         -           8  Outer:☐   Inner: ☒ e R4.  Upbeat
M5.  Mel. Form A B C D  Iso☐  Hetero☒ A   B   C  CV R5.  Rhy. Form
M6.  Cadences 1  5  2  1 4  5⅔ 4⅓   4 R6.  Beats/phrase
M7.  Intervals l↓m (P4)  l↑r’ (P4)  r↑l (P5)  Iso☒  Bi☒  Tri☒ R7.  Podia

 Hetero☐  Tetra☐  Other:☐  

M8.  Target
         Phrases

A: r-l-m-f-m-r
B: l-d’-r’-d’-l-t-s-l
C: r’-d’-l-s-f-m
D: r-l-s-f-m-r-d-r

A: qasdd\gvdr\
B: Asdqa\sddr\rAA \

C: a\qaqa\sddr\
CV: qaqa\sddr\

R8.  Target
        Phrases

M9.  M. Diffic. R9.  R. Diffic.
M10. Other R10. Other

Cultural Classroom Use
C1. Context Traditional ballad Actual Verses on Page 2 9 U1.  # of verses
C2. Ethnicity American U2.  Improv.
C3. Geographic America U3.  Listening
C4. Source: 
Where did this 
version come from?

Locke, E. G. (Ed.). (1981). Sail Away: 
155 American Folk Songs to Sing, Read 
and Play (p. 135). Boosey & Hawkes.

Additional Room on Page 2 U4.  Game
        Directions/
        Movement

C5. Source info  Primary☐  Secondary☐  Tertiary☒ Dorian
6

U5.  Ped. Uses
C6. Research
       Notes

Additional Room on Page 2
See page 2 U6.  Roles

C7. Holiday Romance, Nature U7.  Themes
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Stick Notation:

6*  qasdd\gvdr\
                           r            r     l      l     l            m       f m     r

    Asdqa\sddr\rAA
                                  l     d’   r’          d’           l     t      s     l

  a\qaqa\sddr\
              r’          r’          r’    d’          l            l      s     f     m

    qaqa\sddr|
                         r            l      s           f            m    r     d     r 

C6. Additional Research Notes
Child ballad #2, Roud Folk Song Index #12. An American variant of the traditional English 
ballad in the dorian mode. “Scarborough” refers to Scarborough, North Yorkshire, England. 
During the Middle Ages, Scarborough Fair was a 45-day trading event, starting on August 12th 
through the end of September. Scarborough is a seaside town, making it a key location for trade. 
The name comes from a Royal Charter by King Henry III of England on January 22, 1253. The 
charter gave Scarborough special privileges and codifying the date. It was not attended only by 
merchants, as they needed to be fed and provided entertainment. The Fair officially ceased in 
1788, due to competition with other fairs and increasing taxation. 

U1. Additional Verses U1. Additional Verses
2. Tell her to make me a cambric shirt,
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Without any seams or needle work.
She was once a true love of mine.

3. Tell her to wash it in yonder well, etc.
Where never spring was, nor rain ever fell. etc.

4. Tell her to dry it on yonder thorn,
Which never bore blossoms since Adam was born.

5. Now he has asked me questions three:
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme;
I hope he’ll answer as many for me,
He was once a true love of mine.

6. Tell him to find me an acre of land, etc.
Betwixt the salt water and the sea sand. etc.

7. Tell him to plow it with a ram’s horn,
And sow it all over with one peppercorn.

8. Tell him to reap it with a sickle of leather,
And bind it up with a peacock’s feather.

9. When he has done and finished his work,
O, tell him to come and he’ll have his shirt.


