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Oats and Beans
Name of Song or Rhyme

“Oats and beans and barley grow” Singing Game
First line of song or rhyme (text only)                                                                                                                                                              Song type

Use a checkmark (✓) or “X” in appropriate boxes

Melodic Melodic/Cultural Analysis Rhythmic/Uses Analysis Rhythmic
M1.  CSP A Source’s Starting Pitch: A4 6* R1.  Meter
M2.  Scale do pentachord j = 108 R2.  Metronome
M3.  Toneset (d) r m f s r qe j/ / R3.  Note values
M4.  Range 1     -      5  Outer:☐   Inner: ☒ e R4.  Upbeat
M5.  Mel. Form A A2 B C  Iso☐  Hetero☒ A   A  B   C R5.  Rhy. Form
M6.  Cadences 1  2   5  1 4  3⅔ 4 4⅓ R6.  Beats/phrase
M7.  Intervals d↑f (P4)  Iso☒  Bi☒  Tri☐ R7.  Podia

 Hetero☐  Tetra☐  Other:☐  

M8.  Target
         Phrases

A: m-r-d
A2: f-m-r
B: r-m-f-s-f-m-f-s
C: m-r-f-m-r-d

A: qaqa\qar\
B: a\qaqa\sddq \
C: a\qaqa\qar\

R8.  Target
        Phrases

M9.  M. Diffic. R9.  R. Diffic.
M10. Other R10. Other

Cultural Classroom Use
C1. Context Circle game Actual Verses on Page 2 4 U1.  # of verses
C2. Ethnicity English U2.  Improv.
C3. Geographic England U3.  Listening
C4. Source: 
Where did this 
version come from?

Erdei, P. (Ed.). (1974) 150 American 
Folk Songs to Sing, Read and Play (p. 
68). Boosey & Hawkes.

Additional Room on Page 2
See page 2

U4.  Game
        Directions/
        Movement

C5. Source info  Primary☐  Secondary☐  Tertiary☒ Compound meter
fa

U5.  Ped. Uses
C6. Research
       Notes

Additional Room on Page 2
See page 2 U6.  Roles

C7. Holiday Food, Nature, Occupations U7.  Themes
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Oats and Beans
Name of Song or Rhyme

Stick Notation:

6*  qaqa\qar\
                           m          m    m           r           d           d     d

    qaqa\qaq
                           f            f      f           m           r            r     r

  a\qaqa\sddq
              r           m           f     s            f            m   m    f      s

  a\qaqa\qar|
            m           r           f     m           r           d            d    d

C6. Additional Research Notes
Roud Folk Song Index number 1380. The tune is the jig “Baltimore”, appearing in Joshua 
Cushing’s book The Fifer’s Companion (1790). It appears in the book The Traditional Games of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland by Alice Bertha Gomme (1894).

U1. Additional Verses U4. Game/Dance/Movement Instructions
2. First the farmer sows his seed
Then he stands and takes his ease
Stamps his foot and claps his hands
And turns around to view the land.

3. Waiting for a partner,
Waiting for a partner,
Break the ring and choose one in
While all the others dance and sing.

4. Tra la la la la la la
etc.

Formation: Single circle, hands joined, one player in the 
center as Farmer.

First stanza: Circle walks to the left.
Second stanza: Farmer goes through the action indicated 
by the words, the circle standing and doing the same.
Third stanza: Circle moves to left while Farmer chooses 
a partner.
Fourth stanza: Circle keeps to left, while Farmer and 
partner skip to right.

The partner so chosen becomes the Farmer when the 
game is repeated.


