Johnny Works with One Hammer
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John-ny works with  one ham-mer, Then he works with two.
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Name of Song or Rhyme
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C6. Additional Research Notes
This version of the song seems to be a variant; the original appears to be in 6/8 meter. This song
appears in Josephine Newbury’s Church Kindergarten Resource Book (1964) in 6/8, where it
lists Finger Play: Songs for Little Fingers; A Collection by Mary Miller and Paula Zajan as a
source. I am unable to track down this book. Church Kindergarten Resource Book lists it as a
“folk song”, giving me the impression that it was not a recent composition in the 1960s.

This song was made famous by The Wiggles. They recorded it for their debut album, “The
Wiggles”. They recorded a slightly different version, “Joannie Works with One Hammer”, for
their album “Big Red Car”. This version is exactly the same, but it is about Joannie, not Johnny.
Their original version of “Johnny Works with One Hammer” ends with Johnny going on strike,
not sleeping!

Ul. Additional Verses U4. Game/Dance/Movement Instructions
2. Johnny works with two hammers... then he works Movements:
with three.
1. Pound on fist on knee.
3. Johnny works with three hammers... then he works 2. Pound both fists on knee.
with four. 3. Pound both fists and one foot.
4. Pound both fists and both feed.
4. Johnny works with four hammers... then he works 5. Pound bost fists, both feet, and nod head. On the last
with five. line, rest head on folded hands.

5. Johnny works with five hammers... then he goes to
sleep.
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