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Button You Must Wander
Name of Song or Rhyme

“Button you must wander” Singing Game
First line of song or rhyme (text only)                                                                                                                                                              Song type

Use a checkmark (✓) or “X” in appropriate boxes

Melodic Melodic/Cultural Analysis Rhythmic/Uses Analysis Rhythmic
M1.  CSP F Source’s Starting Pitch: F4 2$ R1.  Meter
M2.  Scale do pentatonic R2.  Metronome
M3.  Toneset (d) r m   s l b q h/ / R3.  Note values
M4.  Range 1       -      6  Outer:☐   Inner:☐  R4.  Upbeat
M5.  Mel. Form A B C B  Iso☐  Hetero☒ A B C B R5.  Rhy. Form
M6.  Cadences 1  1  1  1 8  8  8  8 R6.  Beats/phrase
M7.  Intervals r↕s (P4)  s↓d (P5)  d↑l (M6)  Iso☒  Bi☐  Tri☐ R7.  Podia

 Hetero☐  Tetra☒  Other:☐  

M8.  Target
         Phrases

A: d-r-m-s-r-s-m-d
B: d-r-m-s-r-s-d
C: l-s-d-l-s-d

A: sdsd\qq\qq\qq\
B: sdsd\qq\qq\w\
C: qsd\qq\qsd\qq\

R8.  Target
        Phrases

M9.  M. Diffic. R9.  R. Diffic.
M10. Other R10. Other

Cultural Classroom Use
C1. Context Passing game Actual Verses on Page 2 U1.  # of verses
C2. Ethnicity American U2.  Improv.
C3. Geographic United States U3.  Listening
C4. Source: 
Where did this 
version come from?

Chosky, L., & Brummitt, D. (1987). 120 
Singing Games and Dances for 
Elementary Schools (p. 161). Prentice-
Hall, Inc.

Additional Room on Page 2
See page 2

U4.  Game
        Directions/
        Movement

C5. Source info  Primary☐  Secondary☐  Tertiary☒ do pentatonic
h

U5.  Ped. Uses
C6. Research
       Notes

Additional Room on Page 2
See page 2 U6.  Roles

C7. Holiday Seeking U7.  Themes
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Button You Must Wander
Name of Song or Rhyme

Stick Notation:

2$sdsd\qq\qq\qq\
              d    d     d     r           m           s                  r            s                 m           d

  sdsd\qq\qq\w\
              d    d     d     r           m           s                  r            s                 d

  qsd\qq\qsd\qq\
               l            l     l            s           d                  l            l     l            s           d

  sdsd\qq\qq\w|
              d    d     d     r           m           s                  r            s                 d

C6. Additional Research Notes
This song appears in a variety of instructional texts dating back to the 1950s, which cite A 
Singing School: Merry Music (1939). I can confirm through online archives that this song does 
appear in this book, but I am unable to find the book itself to see if it is the version that survives 
today.

U1. Additional Verses U4. Game/Dance/Movement Instructions
The child who is “it” sits in the center of the circle. The 
rest of the children pass an object (the button) around the 
circle while trying to cover their actions from the child 
in the center. When the song is over, the button stays 
with whoever has it at that point, and the child who is 
“it” must try to guess who has it.

From   The Book of Beginning Circle Games  :  
Children sit in a circle with hands behind their backs (or 
in front). One child sits in the center. A button is passed 
around the circle while the rest of the children pretend to 
be passing the button. At the end of the song, the child in 
the center gets three guesses to discover who is really 
holding the button. If the child guesses correctly, they 
get another turn; if not, the child holding the button takes 
the place in the center.


